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K r K "d Re a dir, 

S INCE the King and Parliament have thought fit to alter ourj 
Year, by taking eleven D^ys out of September , 1752, and di 
re&ing us to begin our Account for the future on the Firft c 
January , fome Account of the Changes the Year hath heretofore! 
undergone, and the Reafons of them, may a little gratify thy Cu 
riofity. 

The Vicifiitude of Seafons feems to have given Occafion to the' 
firft Inftitution of the Tear, Man naturally curious to know the 
Caufe cf that Diverfity, foon found it was the Nearnefs and Diftance 
of the Sun ; and upon this, gave the Name Tear to\ the Space of 
Time wherein that Luminary, performing his whole Ccurfe, re- 
turned to the f me Point of his Orbit. 

And hence, as it was on Account of the Seafons, in a great'Mes 
fure, that the Tear was inftituted, their chief Regard and Attention 
was, that the fame Parts of the Tear flicmld always correfpond to 
the fame Seafnns ; /. e. that the Beginning of the Year ftisuld always 
be when the Sun was in the fame Point of his Orbit 5 and that they 
ftiould keep Pace, come round, and end together. 

This, different Nations aimed to attain by different Ways 3 making 
the Tear to commence from different Points of the Zodiac ; and even 
the Time of his Progrefs different. So that fome of their Years were 
much more perfect than others, but none of them quite juft ; i, e , 
none of them but whofe Parts fhifted with Pvegard to the Parts of 
the Sun’s Courfe. 

It was the Egyptians, if we may credit Herodotus , that firft form- 
ed the Tear , making it to contain 360 Days, which they fubdivided 
{into twelve Months, of thirty Day9 each. 

1 Mercury Tr if me gift us added five Days more to the Account.---And 
on this Footing Thales is faid to have inftituted the Year among the 
Greeks . Tho’ that Form of the Year did not hold throughout all 
Greece, Add that the Jenvifh, Syrian , Roman , Perfian , Ethiopic , 
Arabic , &c« Years, are all different. 

In eftedl, confideriog the poor State of Aftronomy in thofe Ages, 
it is no Wonder different People fhouid difagree in the Calculus of the 
Sun's Courfe. We are even affured by Diodorus Siculus , Plutarch , 
and Pliny , that the Egyptian 'Ycar itfelf was at firft very different 
from what it became afterwards. 

According to our Account, the Solar Tear , or the Interval of Time 
in which the Sun finifties his Courfe thro’ the Zodiac, and returns to 
the fame Point thereof from which he had departed, is 365 Days, 
5 Hours, 49 Minutes; tho* fome Aftronomers make it a few Se- 
conds, and fome a whole Minute lefs ; as Kepler, for Inftance, who 
.makes it 365 Days, 5 Homs, 4S Minutes, 57 Seconds, 39 Thirds. 
Ricciolus , 365 Days, 5 Hours, 48 Minutes. Tycho Brahe , ‘365 
Days, 5 Hours, 48 Minutes. 

The Civil Tear is that Form of Tear which each Nation has con- 
trived to compute Time by 3 or the Civil is the Tropical Tear , con- 
sidered as only confiding of a certain Number of whole Days j tfie 
add Hours and Minutes being fet afide, to render the Computation 
of Time in the common Occafions of Life more eafy> 

Hence as the Tropical Tear is 365 Days, 5 Hours, 49 Minutes ; 
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| the Civil Tear is 365 Days. And hence alfo, as it is necefiary to keep 
Pace with the Heavens, it is required that every fourth Year con- 
, fift of 366 Days, which wouldjfor ever keep the Year exactly right, 

| if the odd Hours of each Year were precifely &, 

i| The ancient Roman Tear, as firft fettled by Romulus, confided of 

*ten Months only ; viz, I. March, containing 31 Days, II. April, 

30. Ill , May, 31. IV. June 30. V, Quintihs , 31. VI. §exr 
tilis , 30. V II. September ,• 30. VIII. October, 31. 3 X. Novem 

i her, 30. X. December, 303 in all 304 Diys j which came fhort 
*of the Solar Tear, by 61 D«ys. 

j Hence the Beginning of Romulus'* Year was vague, and unfixed to 
jany precife Seafon 5 which Inconvenience to remove, that Prince or- 
dered fo many Days to be added yearly, as would make the State of 
> the Heavens correfpond to the firft Month, without incorporating 
thefe additional 0 iys, or calling them by the Name of any Month. ' 
j Numa Ponipilius corrected this irregular Confittuuon of t\)c Year, 
and compofed two new Months, January and February , of the Days; 
'that were ufed to be added to the former Year. Thus, Numa 5 Tear, 
‘confided of twelve Months; o«s. 1 . January, cont-ining 29 D ys. 

U. February, zS. HI. Match, 31. IV. April, 29. V. 

' 3 i. VI. June, 49. Til. VH 1 . SextilsS, 29. IX* 

• [September, an. X. OSthr, ji. XI.' Nevmbtr, *$. XII. Den. 
ceu.ber, 29; in all 355 Days, which came (hort of the common 
Isolar Year by ten Days ; fo that its Beginning was vigue and Ochxcd. ^ 
i Numa, however,- defiring to have it fixed to the Winter Swtice.- <j 
'ordoied 22 Days to be intercalated in February every !eeon d /ear, | 
23 every fourth, 22 eve y fixth, and 23 every eighth Ye r. j 

! But this Rule failing to keep Matters even, Recourfe was .i»d tc 8 
!a new Way of Intercalating ; and infiead of 23 Days every eighth | 
‘Year, only 15 were added ; and the Care of the whole committed | 
to the Pontifex Moxinms, or H gh P.ieft ; who, neglecting the 5 
•Truft, let Things run to the utmoft ConfuTion. And thus the Ho" B 
\man Year flood till Juliet Cafar made a Reformation. | 

i The Julian rear, is a Solar Year, containing commonly 365 Diys $ | 
tho’ every fourth Year, railed Bijfextile, contains 366.---TSe Nam« § 
lend Older of the Months of the Julian fear, and the Number of J 
Days in each, are well known to us, having been long » save. 1 | 
j The aftronomical Quantity, therefore, of the jultanYear,. | 
t,gr Days, 6 Hours, which exceeds the true Sol.r T( ear by II Mi- 
inutes ; which Excefs in 131 Years amounts to a whole Day.— -And 
[thus the Roman Tear 0 . ood, till the Reformation made therein by 

f' y jfhtci}ar, in the Contrivance of his Form of the Year, was 
lafifiSed by Sofigenes, a f.mous Mathematician, ca.led over from 
■Jrrfpt for this very Purpofe ; who, to fupply the Defect of 67 D.ys 

m been |oft chr °’ the Fsu,t ° f t c h ' High pr ' eft v a v to / 

!'che Beginning of the Year to the Winter Solftice, made that Year to 
Unfift of 15 Months, or 445 Days > which for that Reafon is ufed 

I be called Annus Confufior.it, the Year of Confufion. . 

This Form of the Yesr was ufed by all Chnftian Nations, till the 
Middle of the 16th Century 3 and ftill continues to oe fo by feverai , 
Nations ; among the Reft, by the SW«, Danes, *c. and^the 


